UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

FEB 10 2023

READINESS

The Honorable Edward J. Markey
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Markey:

Thank you for your September 28, 2022 letter to the Secretary of Defense regarding drug
overdose among our Service member population. We share your concern that drug overdose is a
serious problem and must be addressed for the safety of those at Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Fort
Bliss, Texas; West Point, New York; and the safety of all who serve. Drug abuse has a
substantial impact on the degradation of Total Force readiness, not to mention the irrevocable
impact on Service members and their families. Addressing drug abuse and preventing overdose
deaths in our force is a high priority for the Department of Defense (DoD).

Fatal and non-fatal drug overdose data and responses to your questions are provided in
the enclosure. The Department has comprehensive, evidence-based strategies to address and
prevent drug misuse and overdose utilizing a combination of prevention, effective treatment, and
harm reduction programs. We also recognize that fentanyl-related drug overdose deaths remain
a national and Department concern despite State, whole of Federal Government, and DoD-
specific efforts to alert and educate the public on this dangerous drug. Every drug overdose is a
preventable loss of life and we must work to do better.

The Department continues to evaluate, refine, and improve strategies for overdose
prevention to ensure we are making every effort to prevent these tragic deaths. Current efforts
are focused on integrating all drug related data, including fatal and non-fatal drug overdoses, to
ensure timely data monitoring and improve coordination, messaging, treatment intervention, and
promote readiness at the DoD, installation, and command levels.

We are committed to ensuring the health and safety of all who serve, and I thank you for
your continued strong support for our Service members. [ am sending similar responses to the

other signatories of your letter

Sincerely,

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.

Enclosure;:
As stated



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

FEB 10 2023

READINESS

The Honorable John Cornyn
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cornyn:

Thank you for your September 28, 2022 letter to the Secretary of Defense regarding drug
overdose among our Service member population. We share your concern that drug overdose is a
serious problem and must be addressed for the safety of those at Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Fort
Bliss, Texas; West Point, New York; and the safety of all who serve. Drug abuse has a
substantial impact on the degradation of Total Force readiness, not to mention the irrevocable
impact on Service members and their families. Addressing drug abuse and preventing overdose
deaths in our force is a high priority for the Department of Defense (DoD).

Fatal and non-fatal drug overdose data and responses to your questions are provided in
the enclosure. The Department has comprehensive, evidence-based strategies to address and
prevent drug misuse and overdose utilizing a combination of prevention, effective treatment, and
harm reduction programs. We also recognize that fentanyl-related drug overdose deaths remain
a national and Department concern despite State, whole of Federal Government, and DoD-
specific efforts to alert and educate the public on this dangerous drug. Every drug overdose is a
preventable loss of life and we must work to do better.

The Department continues to evaluate, refine, and improve strategies for overdose
prevention to ensure we are making every effort to prevent these tragic deaths. Current efforts
are focused on integrating all drug related data, including fatal and non-fatal drug overdoses, to
ensure timely data monitoring and improve coordination, messaging, treatment intervention, and
promote readiness at the DoD, installation, and command levels.

We are committed to ensuring the health and safety of all who serve, and I thank you for
your continued strong support for our Service members. [ am sending similar responses to the

other signatories of your letter

Sincerely,

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.

Enclosure:
As stated






